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the help of Brother Carter, Deacons Steve and
Sally Wilson, Francis Green, Sister Bertie Mae
Hamilton, Meryl Berry, Melvin Robinson, Phyl-
lis Lovaretta, New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church was first led by the inspiring Pastor Dr.
P.B. Mdodona and his wife First Lady Willie
Pearl Mdodona. A few years later, under the
leadership of Pastor W.R. Erwin and his wife
First Lady Winifred Erwin, property was pur-
chased on West Mill Street to build a new per-
manent home. In 1989, Dr. Earl James be-
came Pastor, and along with his wife First
Lady Sydney James, worked hard to expand
the church and its ministries by adding an ad-
ditional forty-five hundred square feet to the
church. In 2007 Pastor James retired and
placed the church’s reins in the capable hands
of Pastor Henry L. Lewis, Jr. and his wife Sis-
ter Agatha Shorter-Lewis. Since then, they
have centered their work on empowering the
community by empowering the family.

For half a century, the ministries at New
Hope Missionary Baptist Church have sup-
ported Central Coast families, neighbors, and
even strangers. It has been a steady source of
solace and provided selfless service to the el-
derly, homeless, and our youth. In fact, many
of the church’s congregants can be found vol-
unteering at a homeless shelter, singing to the
sick, or bringing young adults in the commu-
nity together in a safe environment.

Mr. Speaker, each day New Hope Mis-
sionary Baptist Church lives up to its name,
bringing hope to all it touches. With the burn-
ing of its mortgage in 2001, we all are very
pleased to have the certainty this carries to
the congregation and to the Central Coast.

| urge my colleagues to join me in thanking
and celebrating New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church for its leadership and service to our
community. | am confident the church’s fine
work will continue to provide comfort and in-
spiration to all of us on the Central Coast.

———
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the Honorable Judge Patrick Carroll
of the Lakewood Municipal Court, who is
being recognized at Recovery Resources’
Bronze Key Gala on November 17, 2011.

Judge Carroll attended Cleveland State Uni-
versity, and graduated in 1974 with a bach-
elor's of arts degree, majoring in economics.
In 1977, he earned his Juris Doctor degree
from CSU’s Cleveland-Marshall College of
Law and was admitted to the Ohio Bar Asso-
ciation the same year.

Following graduation, Judge Carroll served
as a law clerk to the 8th District Court of Ap-
peals from 1977 to 1979. He then worked as
an assistant county prosecutor for the Cuya-
hoga County Prosecutor’s office from 1979 to
1984, and from 1979 to 1990 worked in pri-
vate practice.

Judge Carroll has been the presiding judge
for the Lakewood Municipal Court since 1990,
and has been serving in that position for 21
years. During his tenure, Judge Carroll has
been a notable advocate of the Community
Work Service Program, Alcohol Awareness
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Program, Expedited Civil Cases Procedure,
Housing Court Task Force, nigh Court Ses-
sions and Mediation Task Force. He also sup-
ports Recovery Recourses, a nonprofit organi-
zation that helps people with mental illness,
substance abuse, and other addictions, and
for which he is being recognized for his sup-
port and work at their Bronze Gala.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring the Honorable Judge Patrick Car-
roll of the Lakewood Municipal Court as he is
recognized at the Bronze Key Gala for his
support of Recovery Resources.

——
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | am in-
troducing the Universal Prekindergarten and
Early Childhood Education Act of 2011, Uni-
versal Pre-K, to begin the process of providing
universal public prekindergarten. The bill is
meant to fill a gaping hole in the “No Child
Left Behind Act” which requires elementary
and secondary schools to meet more rigorous
standards yet ignores the prekindergarten
years, among the most critical years for chil-
dren’s brain development. My bill is particu-
larly necessary today because legislation
pending to reauthorize the No Child Left Be-
hind Act solely targets K—12. My bill makes a
breakthrough in elementary school education
by providing the initial funding for states to en-
courage local school districts to add prekinder-
garten for children four years of age and
younger, so that every child can excel. We
cannot afford to continue to allow the most fer-
tile years for childhood development to pass,
only to later wonder why we cannot teach
Johnny to read.

The bill responds both to the great needs,
which are still growing, of parents who seek
early childhood education, as well as new
science, which shows that a child’s brain de-
velopment begins much earlier than previously
believed. However, many parents are unable
to afford the stimulating educational environ-
ment necessary to ensure optimal brain devel-
opment. The bill would add prekindergarten for
children four years of age or younger, similar
to kindergarten programs for five-year-olds,
that are now routinely available in public
schools. The bill would eliminate some of the
major shortcomings of unevenly available
commercial day care and, importantly, would
ensure children access to qualified teachers
and the safe facilities of public schools.

This bill reflects what jurisdictions increas-
ingly are trying to accomplish, but lack the
leadership and the start-up funds to see
through. The District of Columbia, for example,
is attempting to achieve more extensive inte-
gration of early childhood education as part of
a larger effort to improve the D.C. public
schools. A recent report highlighted the eco-
nomic benefits of early childhood education,
emphasizing its role in expanding job opportu-
nities and in decreasing the amount of money
spent on programs to address teen preg-
nancy, crime, and the like.
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The bill encourages school districts across
the country to apply to the U.S. Department of
Education for grants to establish prekinder-
garten. Grants under Title IV of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act would be
available for educational activities for children
four years of age or younger to public school
systems that agree to phase in, where pos-
sible, a prekindergarten program that is taught
by teachers who possess equivalent or similar
guidelines to those in other grades in the
school system.

The success of Head Start and other pre-
kindergarten programs, combined with new
scientific evidence concerning the importance
of brain development in early childhood, vir-
tually mandates the expansion of early child-
hood education to all children. Traditionally,
early learning programs have been available
only to the affluent, who can afford them, and
to low-income families in programs such as
Head Start. My bill provides a practical way to
gradually move to universal public preschool
education. The goal of the bill is to afford the
great majority of the American working poor,
lower-middle-class, and middle-class families,
most of whom have been left out, with the
benefits of early childhood education.

Considering the staggering cost of daycare,
the inaccessibility of early childhood edu-
cation, and the opportunity that early edu-
cation offers to improve a child’s chances in
life, schooling for three- and four-year-olds is
overdue. The absence of viable options for
working families demands our immediate at-
tention.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

——
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the Saint Angela Merici School,
a recipient of a Federal Blue Ribbon Award.

The Blue Ribbon Schools Program is a pro-
gram designed to highlight schools which have
proven records of academic excellence. These
schools have demonstrated a dedication to
their student bodies which prepare their stu-
dents for higher education and life beyond the
classroom. Such institutions serve as exam-
ples to be emulated in schools across the na-
tion.

The Saint Angela Merici School is one of
305 schools in the nation to be awarded the
title of a Blue Ribbon school. The school is lo-
cated in Fairview Park, Ohio and enrolls 520
students from pre-Kindergarten to Eighth
grade. The school was founded in 1923, and
is a Roman Catholic school in the Saint An-
gela Merici Parish.

The Saint Angela Merici School has a
strong academic focus and high standardized
test scores that exceed the national average.
In 2010, the entire eight grade class was in
the top fifteen percentile in reading and math-
ematics, and a majority of the class placed in
the top tenth percentile. The rest of the school
scored above the eighty-sixth percentile.

The school provides a broad curriculum,
with religious studies, world languages,
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